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The New Colossus
	The Statue of Liberty is an American symbol symbolizing freedom and its erection was to develop the friendship between France and America. Emma Lazarus, in 1883, inscribed a poem on the Statue of Liberty, “The New Colossus,” whose words used symbolically had a strong meaning to the culture and the American history (Zerilli 167). The poem represents freedom for the poor and the tired while assuring hope and light for those who enter America “the golden door.” The poem using the words “Mother of Exiles” is a representation of an American society that encourages immigrants, refugees, the homeless, and the poor to seek freedom in the country. The description of the mother of exile, such as being welcoming, mighty, and holding a torch, depicts compassion and the shedding of light as a symbol for hope. The Statue of Liberty poem has helped America encourage freedom, cultural diversity, and human rights, thus creating a favorable climate for its people. Although there are challenges in living with the promise of the poem, such as challenges on immigration and preserving freedom and human rights, Americans should emulate the concepts and promises of the poem.      
How America has lived to the promises of the poem
[bookmark: _GoBack]`	The poem symbolically refers to America as “The Mother of Exiles,” which represents the acceptance of people from different countries and with diverse cultures. America has lived to the promise by promoting cultural diversity in many sectors such as education, the economy, and other institutions in the country (Potter pp.11-13). The education system in America, for instance, has understood the importance of cultural diversity and has promoted cultural awareness by incorporating the study of other cultures into the curriculum. Students are thus equipped with multicultural knowledge that makes them foster and collaborate with individuals from diverse cultures. America has also promoted cultural diversity in the growth of the economy. For example, investors from foreign nations have been encouraged to invest in America, such as the Chinese and the Arabs. In addition, American organizations are hiring and recruiting skilled workers from other countries that seek employment opportunities in America. The gesture has improved the living standards of people from developing countries and reduced the level of poverty in those nations.     
America has also made a significant contribution in promoting immigration. The words of the poem, “send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,” have been used to welcome immigrants. According to the Research by the US Census Bureau, the population of immigrants in 2017 was approximately 45 million. The same research claimed that the population had increased in 2018 to 90 million (Stovall 20). There are also various policies in place that encourage immigrants in America. For example, the Pop culture collaborative is a community program that enhances awareness of various cultures through arts, music, and movies. Welcoming America is also a non-governmental organization based in America that mitigates the barriers that hinder the integration of people from different cultures. The organization, therefore, teaches the ways and approaches that can be used to increase cooperation among immigrants and native residents.
The American government has also promoted the interest of refugees and those seeking asylum. At least 68 million people globally have been displaced due to conflict, disasters, and exploitation such as trafficking. A majority of these people tend to seek refuge in America and Europe. America has therefore had a great impact by helping the refugees and asylum seekers. For example, America has resettled refugees, offered healthcare programs, education, and mental health programs. These programs, which are offered to refugees in California, Chicago, and Georgia, have helped transform lives and lower social and economic problems such as homelessness and unemployment. America, through the United Nations, helped the refugees from Venezuela in various ways, such as offering job opportunities.  
America has also used the poem to encourage freedom. For instance, the lines from the poem, “give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,” have been used to encourage freedom. Americans and immigrants enjoy freedom in aspects such as religion, political and economic freedom. The American constitution has ensured freedom by implementing its constitution, which assures citizens the freedom of speech, religion, assembly, petition, and press. Hunter claims that the freedom of religion, for instance, has allowed people with different beliefs to practice their faith without persecution. On the other hand, freedom of speech promotes democracy as people can freely present their ideologies and participation in government and community affairs (Zerilli 167). Economic freedom has enabled individuals to own property, compete favorably in the market, and make personal choices. The concept of economic freedom has led to the development of concepts such as private and public sectors, which have led to competing over quality services and products.  
Americans have also been able to promote hospitality by keeping the promise of the poem. Sectors such as tourism, food services, and accommodation have been improved to welcome and meet the needs of people from different countries. The government is promoting hospitality by encouraging tourism by expanding America to be the destination for Tourists. For instance, the procedures for visa applications have been simplified to encourage tourists. Also, the political stability present in America inspires people to travel to America and promotes investment in the hospitality industry. The poem, which calls for worldwide welcome, has made America expand its hospitality sector and generate more revenue that constitutes economic growth.
How America failed to live up to the poems promises
The lines of the New Colossus, “give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,” symbolizes freedom. Despite the promise, America has failed to cater to the needs of the poor and the tired. The tired would represent those experiencing challenges such as discrimination, racism, and all forms of injustice. In America, for instance, the rate of poverty is high, causing homelessness and other social challenges such as the inability to satisfy basic needs. Aspects of discrimination, racism, and injustice can be explained in the context of “the tired,” which the poem claimed would make them breathe freedom (Stovall 20). Discrimination in America, especially against the minority groups such as African Americans, Asians, and women, is high, which does not guarantee freedom. The government is yet to control all forms of discrimination and racism for its citizens,
In the poem, Emma Lazarus refers to America as the mother of exiles which symbolizes the acceptance of the immigrants. The global welcome the words from the poem promised those who seek political, economic, and social refuge had not been wholly promised. Asian immigrants among others have been controlled, being termed as a terrorist and to erode the America culture. The construction of the America-Mexico border is a measure to restrict the Mexicans who seek refuge in America. Also, America has failed to fully encourage immigrants based on the policies and regulations on immigration. For instance, the immigrants who seek refuge in America have encountered challenges such as deportation threats once their visa has expired. The administration of President Trump in 2017 banned immigrants from Asia and African countries (Potter pp.11-13). President Trump regarded Asians and Africans as not having any positive contribution to America, and their movement would thus be limited.
The poem also compared the giants of Greek who conquered land after land and the mighty woman with a torch who is compassionate of the poor and the tired while welcoming the exiled. Blanchet et al. claim that although the lines hope for a country that preserves human rights and freedom, there are still forms of human violation in America. The poor and the homeless, for instance, are perceived as criminals. Also, the brutality of police officers is a form of violation of human rights. In many instances, the police have been seen using force and inhumane tactics while dealing with civilians. Racial profiling is a form of police brutality that has dramatically impacted American society. The African Americans, Asian Americans, and Latinos have been victims of racial profiling. The mistreatment of prisoners and concepts such as the death penalty is another form of cruelty that the poem disliked. Emma Lazarus denied the likeliness of the brazen Greek giants and the mighty woman in the statue of liberty who is compassionate for the poor and the tired. Yet, America is not considerate of the needs of the minority and less advantaged.      
 The New Colossus by Emma Lazarus inspired diversity, freedom, and human rights, which have aided in encouraging immigration in America. America has been able to appreciate cultural diversity in sectors such as education and economic institutions. The new America is therefore built on the cooperation of the different cultures. It has also helped and accepted immigrants, refugees, and Asylum seekers into the country. For example, immigrants have secured job opportunities and improved their living standards. Others have even developed permanent settlements due to the freedom and favorable climate that the government has created. Despite the accomplishment, there are issues from the poem that have not been achieved fully. For example, the limitation of immigrants by the American government limits the movement of immigrants. Such measures are meant to understand the economic needs of the country and security issues and should not be perceived negatively.
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